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DataSalon launches free dataset of academic & research organizations 
  
OrgRef shares open data about the most important academic & research organizations worldwide, 
helping publishers to standardize their own customer data, and to identify new sales prospects. 
  
Oxford, UK, 4 September 2014: DataSalon announced today the launch of OrgRef: an open dataset of 
academic & research organizations which is free for anyone to use, and available to download now from 
the OrgRef website. 
 
OrgRef extracts structured information about organizations from Wikipedia and other existing open 
resources. It aims to cover the most important academic and research organizations worldwide, sharing 
basic metadata about each one (e.g. name, country, URL) along with standard ID numbers from ISNI 
(International Standard Name Identifier) and VIAF (Virtual International Authority File). 
 
OrgRef was created with publishers in mind, and so its main focus is on institutions involved with 
academic content: universities, colleges, schools, hospitals, government agencies and companies 
involved in research. It’s not yet another standard: it simply collates data which is already “out there”. 
 
For journal publishers, reference data about organizations is very important: it supports the cleaning and 
standardization of a publisher’s own customer data; it can highlight potential new sales prospects; and  
it makes available standard IDs for better supply chain communications. 
 
OrgRef will be managed and maintained for the benefit of the publishing community by DataSalon. The 
dataset itself is free and open, and DataSalon will also offer a range of related commercial services for 
matching, connecting and analysing OrgRef in combination with a publisher’s own customer data. 
 
The OrgRef dataset has been in development and testing for over 6 months, with the involvement of 
several major journal publishers. The dataset remains in ‘beta’, and is now being launched publicly in 
order to invite feedback from all interested parties within the scholarly publishing supply chain. 
 
“We’re very proud to be releasing OrgRef as a free dataset”, said Nick Andrews, Managing Director at 
DataSalon. “Our goal at DataSalon is to help publishers achieve better insight through better data, and 
we’re confident that our investment in OrgRef will bring significant benefits to our own clients, and also to 
the wider scholarly publishing community.” 
 
Notes for editors 
 
OrgRef is a new dataset which aims to share open data about the most important academic and research 
organizations worldwide. OrgRef will be managed and maintained for the benefit of the publishing 
community by DataSalon. The OrgRef project has a separate identity and website: www.orgref.org 
 
DataSalon are the experts in customer insight for publishers. We clean and connect all of your data into a 
single customer view for every individual and institution (combining subscriptions, authors, usage, and 
more). We pride ourselves on excellent service, and our cloud-based product MasterVision is fast, flexible, 
and backed by first-class support. Publishers such as AMA, BMJ, IOPP, OUP and RSC all rely on 
MasterVision to help drive new sales, inform future strategy, and provide accurate insight to the whole 
organization. www.datasalon.com 
 
For further information about this press release please contact Nick Andrews (Managing Director, 
DataSalon). Email: info@datasalon.com. Phone: +44 (0)1865 321353. 
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